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My family and I recently spent five days and nights camping at Atwood Lake during the Alive Christian Music Festival. Three of the
days were very hot. The other two were very rainy. Gotta love Ohio
weather! But we had a wonderful time, as always. We have traveled
to the festival off and on over the last 20 years. Many of the roads
between New Philadelphia and Atwood Lake have become familiar,
while we continue to look for more direct routes depending on
where we are headed around New Philadelphia or Dover. I guess I
like exploring the different routes. The scenery in the area is just gorgeous! Rolling hills covered by forest and farm land, dotted with
characteristic houses and some newer homes, and a variety of cattle,
horses, and other animals, stretch out as far as the eye can see.

1616 Blue Avenue

Faith United Methodist Church

Dear Friends,

I had an interesting thought as I traversed one of the lesser-known
roads to me. I wondered how it was that some pieces of the landscape were clearly embedded in my memory while others did not
seem the slightest bit familiar. Isn’t that how we function, though?
Some moments we remember distinctly, while others we do not.
Some lessons we learn and determine never to repeat, while others
we go through a thousand times and continue to remain oblivious to
what should be obvious. Aren’t we all occasionally oblivious to the
...Continued on page 2
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Community Festival

obvious? How often do we continue to go down the same road at
the same speed over and over again and then wonder why things
never seem to change? Of course the road isn’t going to change!
And if we miss our turn off or don’t see the particular place we
should be stopping, what could change?
I also had some “back seat drivers” with me who would ask, “Didn’t
you see that?” or “I thought you meant to pass the turn-off.”
Thanks. It’s always easier to point out what others miss than it is to
see what we ourselves miss. Or, in Biblical terminology, it is easier to
see the speck in someone else’s eye rather than the log in our own.
All of this reflection is to say that we need to be intentional about
slowing down to notice what is around us, to reflect on what is happening, and to learn along the way. Summer is thought to be a slower paced time of year, though I’m not certain that is still true. We
need to make it true! We are driving ourselves and have the choice
of being attentive to God along the way or not. God wants to be
with us along every inch of our journey to show us which paths to
take and what to notice, which things to remember and where to
pause. A journey taken with God amplifies that which is ultimately
most important in life, and leaves to the background those things
which need to be left behind or diminished. As Romans tells us, God
works all things together for good! Yet it is up to us to let God work
along our journey.
As summer winds down, take time to sense God’s presence and follow God’s leading. Reflect on what you witness and experience
along life’s journey. And allow God to enrich each moment along the
way so that you may savor the sacredness God offers to all who seek
to follow Christ.
Let us slow down and reflect together. See you in worship.
Blessings,
Pastor Joy
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Birthdays

August 1 — Wayne Clark

August 20 — Sue Taylor

August 2 — Cindy Howard

August 21 — Barb Wolfe

August 9 — Marsha Kelly

August 22 — Edgar McAuley

August 18 — Teresa Johnson

August 22 — Marilyn Inman

August 18 — Lou Ann Maxwell

August 22 — Karen Norman

August 20 — Jeanine Busey

August 31 — Barb Tignor

Anniversaries

Servant Schedule
August 6
Nick & Cindy Howard,
Floyd & Pat Tolle
Liturgist: Jim Tignor
Communion Stewards:
Mark & Thea Crawmer,
Don & Roberta Covert

August 13
Nonny Brackman, Beth Dougherty,
Marsha Kelly, Janice Moore
Liturgist: Lari Harper

August 20
Rob & Monica Mack,
Don & Vicky Wolfe
Liturgist: Marsha Kelly

August 27
Mark & Thea Crawmer,
Susie Dunlap, Vickie Finlay
Liturgist: Thea Crawmer

August 8 — Wayne & Dee Clark
August 13 — Daniel & Sara Campbell
August 13 — Bob & Carol Norton
August 19 — Bill & Beth Dougherty
August 23 — Chris & Cassie Donovan

Pizza with New Hope Circle
Mark your calendars! On Sunday, August
6th, stay after the service and join us
for lunch in the fellowship hall. On the
menu is a delicious variety of yummy
pizzas sure to please everyone! The
New Hope Circle will contribute the
donations to the Boiler Fund.
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UMW 2017 Reading Program
We are happy to announce that we have
chosen all the books for the book club
meeting dates for the rest of the year. We
are attempting to find copies of the books
so more ladies can join the reading program. See Vickie Finlay, Barb Wolfe or
Pastor Joy if you have any questions.
September 25th at 6:30 p.m. – The Perfect Place, written by Teresa E. Harris. Mission Emphasis: Nurturing for Community.
November 27th at 6:30 p.m. – Behind the Kitchen Door, written
by Saru Jayaraman. Mission Emphasis: Social Action.
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United Methodist Women

The item to donate to the First UMC shelter this
month is frozen ground beef.

Breakthrough Prayer
Remember to say our breakthrough prayer daily at 4:16 PM for
our church to breakthrough places where we are comfortable and
to learn to follow wherever God leads.

Eventide Circle
The ladies of Eventide Circle will meet on Thursday, August 3 at 12:00 PM for a carry-in luncheon.
If you don’t remember what you signed up to
bring, call Marsha Kelly. If you didn’t sign-up, lucky
you come anyway. We will be glad to see you.

Abundant God, we are bursting with anticipation
to see the new that you have in store
for Faith Church and our community.
Thunder forth your will for fresh possibilities!
You say in your word,
“See I am about to do something new.
It begins now! Don’t you see it?” (Is. 43:19)
Lord, help us to see clearly
the next steps on your path. Amen.

New Hope Circle
The New Hope Circle will meet at the home of Gail
McGreevy on Saturday, August 19 at 2:00 PM for
a pool party.
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Prayer Requests
Please pray for:
Doug Adams
Kay Baker
Jim Boetcher
Sherry Brooks
John & Kim Cain
Karen Curtin
Shannon Davis
Bobby Dudley
Marlene Farley
Matthew Farus
Dalton Fitz
Kathy Fleming & family
Chad Foster
Daniel Ghrist
Gayle Ghrist
John Herman
Mollie Holdcroft
Henrietta Hurst
Steve & David Inman
Jeannita Johnson
Family of Bob Lake
Robbie Mack & Family
Peggy McGee
Don Miller
Mona Moody
Jimmy Moore
Joesy Moore
Bill & Judy Muck
James Osborne
Joey & Sam Osborne & Family
Debbie Paul
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Jim Porter
Bonnie Reichenbach
Melissa Riley
Lori Rivercomb
Todd Sands
Carole Sayre
Shellie Siefert
Joyce Stimpert
Pam Thomas
Erin Watts
Tara Wilson
Vicky & Don Wolfe
Logan Wolford
Melissa Wood

Football Parking
We need volunteers to help with parking for ZHS football games. The first
two home games are August 25th and
September 9th. We will need help from
6:00-7:00 PM.

Our County, Leaders, and the
upcoming school year, Faith
UMC, the homeless, abused,
sick, imprisoned, those who
have not yet accepted Christ
and those who only minimally
follow the teachings of Christ.
Medical Faith shut-ins:
Kathleen McCutcheon and
Frances Johnson.

Trustee Workday
The Trustees will have a workday at
the Church on Saturday, August
12th from 8:00-10:00 AM. Rain date
will be August 19th.
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Upcoming Events

Community Festival/
Ice Cream Social Helpers needed!

Thursday, August 3
Eventide Circle

12:00 PM

Friday, August 4
NA Ladies Night

5:00 PM

Sunday, August 6
Sunday School
Worship

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Sunday, August 13
Sunday School
Worship

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Tuesday, August 15
Leadership

6:30 PM

Saturday, August 19
New Hope Circle Pool Party

There are sign-up sheets for the August
26th community festival at the Welcome
center in the Narthex. Make sure you
look over the lists and sign up for what
you’d like to do or bring to the festival.
We need EVERYONE’S help with the
community festival. If you can’t be at the festival, you can
bring in food or donate money to buy food and supplies.
You can even help make the ice cream the day before.

2:00 PM

Sunday, August 20
Sunday School
Worship

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Wednesday, August 23
Newsletter Deadline

12:00 PM

Friday, August 25
Church Office Closed
Saturday, August 26
Community Festival

4:30-7:30 PM

Sunday, August 27
Sunday School
Worship

9:30 AM
10:30 AM

Newsletter Deadline
September Newsletter Deadline:
August 23 at noon
E-mail submissions to: fumcza@gmail.com,
and be sure to put “for September newsletter”
or the equivalent in your subject field.
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